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MASTER’S EDUCATION COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

GE-6015 Introduction to Statistical Data and Research. This course is a comprehensive approach
for students needing to conduct qualitative or quantitative research. The course will focus on the
practical problems encountered in research beginning with the formulation of the research
question and continuing through the preparation of the final research document. This course is
designed to examine the theories, techniques, and methodologies of research currently employed
for the analysis of educational and social sciences initiatives and investigations. Emphasis will be
placed on applying knowledge of research techniques and methodologies to the critical analysis of
published research. Students will be exposed to research methodologies as they investigate various

statistical designs and test measurements.
(Programs: MS. TCLN, MS.EDLD.SA, MS.EDLD.IC)

GE-6030 Theory and Application of Educational Administration. This course offers a
comprehensive and historical overview of the field of educational administration. Students will
examine the processes, foci, models of behavior, and techniques for problem solving in the field of
educational administration. Primary foci of the course are theories of educational leadership
including: leadership styles and decision-making models, staff supervision and evaluation, staff
support, mentoring, and development, team building and cultivation of school culture that
promotes learning.

(Programs: MS.EDLD.SA, MS.EDLD.IC)

GE-6035 Teaching and Supervising Diverse Student Populations. This course is designed to
enhance instructional skills essential to working with special needs populations, talented and
gifted learners, English language learners, varying cultures and unique student populations based
on the emerging aspects of a diverse society. This course is structured to present the learner with
the essential knowledge base and accompanying skills needed to successfully teach school students
who have connections with topics related to special education, talented and gifted education, the
English language learners, bilingual education, economically disadvantaged, gender issues, and
racial diversity by understanding their relationship to student achievement and school climate.
Graduate students will study the history, programs and legislation of each program as they relate
to school and its daily operation. State requirements will be examined as will program
requirements falling under the ESSA legislation. Program design will be presented as will its
impact upon the school and the process of meeting the educational needs of students. Case studies
and practical application of program specifications will be utilized in the study of this course.
(Programs: MS. TCLN, MS.EDLD.SA, MS.EDLD.IC, MS.EDLD.SP, MS.SPED.TS, MS.SPED.AT,
CR.EDLD.AIL, CR.EDLD.SI, CR.EDLD.SSE)

GE-6060 Organizational Development, Change-Theory and Staff Development. An examination
and study of individual and group behaviors as they relate to structuring and managing
educational organizations are made. The student will focus on issues and challenges of
organizational dynamics, leadership, system theories, governance and decision-making,
communication, change, problem-solving, conflict management and information systems. The
concept of staff development will be presented as essential to the forward progress of the

organization, in the school setting and as part of the school improvement processes.
(Programs: MS.EDLD.SA, MS.EDLD.IC)
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GE-6065 Leadership and Management of Special Education Programs. This course examines
research and practice related to the development and administration of Special Education
programs. It will provide a common language and knowledge of the leadership competencies
needed as well as the theory development as it relates to individuals and organizations. The
student will analyze existing approaches in schools/organizations with a special emphasis on
leadership, decision-making, motivation and creating change. The student will also become
familiar with the types and levels of support to address the varying needs of children with
disabilities.

(Programs: MS.EDLD.SP, MS.SPED.TS, MS.SPED.AT, CR.EDLD.SSE)

GE-6070 Instructional Leadership and Supervision. Roles of contemporary administrative
leadership and supervision, with respect to educational program design and management, quality
assessment, interpersonal relations, staff effectiveness and the leadership role and process are
examined and studied. Through the process of case studies, this course will focus on the skills of
leadership decision-making that will help meet the challenges that schools encounter at all levels
of leadership.

(Programs: MS.EDLD.SA, MS.EDLD.IC, MS.EDLD.SP, CR.EDLD.SSE)

GE-6080 Foundations of Instructional Technology for Teaching and Learning. This course will
provide a hands-on approach to the selected methods of instructional technology within the
classroom. Students will engage in computer work and instructional software to facilitate the
learning process. Students will examine and study various methods of instructional technology for
classroom teaching and learning. This course will focus on popular technology related issues in
current educational settings. Students will explore web and computer based instructional design
software. Students will examine the integration of educational technology in classroom settings
through job experiences, web-based resources, video case studies, and in-class discussions. The
goal of the course is to help students achieve a greater understanding of issues and techniques
related to the integration of educational technology in K-12 educational settings.

(Programs: MS. TCLN, MS.EDLD.IC)

GE-6091 Assessment Theory and Design to Support 21% Century Instruction. This course will
provide teachers with the research behind effective assessment practices. From knowing what to
assess to when to assess to how to assess, students will learn how to design effective
assessments to meet student and teacher needs. Students will learn about design features of
various types of assessments, including multiple-choice tests, constructed-response tests,
portfolio tasks, and performance assessments. One of the key principles discussed in this course

is the essential alignment of assessment with curriculum and instruction.
(Programs: MS. TCLN, MS.EDLD.IC, CR.EDLD.SI)

GE-6092 Problem Based Learning Design for the 21st Century Learners. This course is designed
to provide an in-depth review of Project-Based Learning. The course will focus on the essential
elements of PBL and the correlation between its instructional design and the research of how the
brain learns. Students in the course will develop a PBL unit that incorporates all of the design
elements of a driving question, entry event, alignment to curriculum and 21st century standards,
and assessment. PBL units will be presented as a final project.

(Programs: MS. TCLN, MS.EDLD.IC)

GE 6093 Teaching Math for Success in the 21st Century Elementary Classroom. In the 21st
century, students not only need an in-depth understanding of mathematics but an enthusiasm for
using math to innovate and solve real world problems. This course is designed to provide teachers
opportunities to deepen their own understanding while exploring the research regarding how
students develop the practices necessary to use mathematics flexibly. Students will examine both
the rationale and intentions of the Common Core Standards as well as NCTM’s Principles and
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Standards as a foundation for our work. Translating their learning into an instructional planning
process that purposefully connects the practice and content standards to ensure mathematical
reasoning and communication are a means for developing mathematical understanding as well as
sharing solutions is the overarching goal. Formative assessment techniques, models for
differentiation, and various practices for promoting thoughtful discourse will be studied
throughout to ensure that teachers gain the skills necessary to make mathematical understanding
accessible to all learners in their communities.

GE-6115 Principles, Methods, Development, and Assessment of Curriculum. This course
examines how curriculum is developed as well as the approach to design and implementation.
Strategies for collaboration with peer educators and colleagues toward the development and
modification, scope and sequence, pacing, spiraling, integration, graphic organization, and
mapping will all be an integral part of this course. This course is geared towards classroom
teachers who are interested in understanding major American curriculum movements and their
underlying philosophies. Coverage spans all major curriculum processes such as development,
classroom use, and evaluation by emphasizing the importance of a clearly defined purpose of
education as a first step in curriculum development or revision, and as a necessity for classroom

use and evaluation.
(Programs: MS. TCLN, MS.EDLD.SA, MS.EDLD.IC, CR.EDLD.AI, CR.EDLD.SI, CR.EDLD.SSE)

GE-6121 Special education Law. Process and Best Educational Practices. This course is designed
to provide students with an understanding of special education processes, including the evaluation
processes, exceptionalities and eligibility, the development and delivery of Individual Education
Plans, as well as theories and best educational practices in the field and profession of special
education. Students will become familiar with the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act
(IDEA), the cornerstone of special education law, Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, and Pennsylvania statutes and regulations governing special education law. Issues related to
an understanding of the evaluation and determination of exceptionalities in a cultural context will
be explored. There will be a focus on the direct application of knowledge and skills to the
classroom, as well as the expectation that students’ teaching experiences will inform discussion
and learning.

(Programs: CR.SPED.K12)

GE-6122 Approaches for Positive Behavior and Social Skills in the School Setting. This course is
designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of students who present with
social, emotional, and behavioral difficulties. The course will focus on the definitions,
characteristics, prevalence, causes, and assessment of emotional and behavioral disorders.
Effective teaching practices will be integrated in the course, including education service
placements, functional behavior assessment and positive behavior supports. Current issues in the
field will also be explored. Response to Intervention will be discussed as a method for school
wide behavioral approaches, as well as cultural implications of understanding behavior and social
skills. There will be a focus on the direct application of knowledge and skills to the classroom, as
well as the expectation that students’ teaching experiences will inform discussion and learning.
This course is in a hybrid format with four face-to-face sessions alternating every other week with
three on-line sessions. In addition, for the duration of the seven week course, students will meet
for an additional three hours a week in a laboratory format where students seeking certification in
the area of special education will work with families and students to create functional behavioral
assessments, positive behavior support plans, social skills lessons, and academic lessons where
there are embedded behavioral and social skills curriculum experiences and assessments for
students who are diagnosed with disabilities in the areas of emotional support and/or the need for
behavioral interventions.

(Programs: CR.SPED.K12)
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GE-6123 Supporting Students with High Incidence Disabilities in Schools. This course is designed
to develop understanding of the strength and needs of students with high incidence disabilities, with
a particular focus on students with specific learning disabilities. Emphasis is placed on identifying
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