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ASSIGNMENT: Summarizing a Journal Article by Dr. Stacey Sinclair 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Objectives 

✓ To practice skills of reading technical research reports 
✓ To broaden knowledge of current psychological research 

APA Goals for the Undergraduate Psychology Major (2.0) 

GOAL 2: Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking 
➢ 2.2 Demonstrate psychology information literacy 
➢ 2.4 Interpret, design, and conduct basic psychological research 

GOAL 4: Communication 
➢ 4.1 Demonstrate effective writing for different purposes 
➢ 4.2 Exhibit effective presentation skills for different purposes 

Instructions 

Choose one of the journal articles linked below or search the list of publications from Dr. 
Sinclair’s website to pick your own article. 

1. Prepare a summary of the research experiment that you read from your chosen 
article. You will be preparing a series of PowerPoint slides for your analysis. A 
template for organizing your analysis is below.  

2. Turn in your assignment as a voice-over PowerPoint.  Don't just read your 
slides.  Expand on them to demonstrate that you are comfortable with the 
content. If you have never done a voice-over before click HERE for instructions.  

Suggested Articles: 

➢ Starck, J.G., Riddle, T., Sinclair, S., & Warikoo, N. (2020). Teachers are people 
too: Examining the racial bias of teachers compared to other American 
adults. Educational Researcher, 0013189X20912758. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.3102/0013189X20912758 

➢ Riddle, T., & Sinclair, S. (2019). Racial disparities in school-based disciplinary 
actions are associated with county-level rates of racial bias. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, 116(17), 8255-8260. 
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/116/17/8255.full.pdf 

➢ Lowery, B.S., Hardin, C.D., & Sinclair, S. (2001). Social influence effects on 
automatic racial prejudice. Journal of personality and social psychology, 81(5), 
842. 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Brian_Lowery/publication/11645674_Social_
Influence_Effects_on_Automatic_Racial_Prejudice/links/00463534c893908ccc00
0000.pdf 

https://psych.princeton.edu/person/stacey-sinclair
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Record-a-slide-show-with-narration-and-slide-timings-0b9502c6-5f6c-40ae-b1e7-e47d8741161c
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.3102/0013189X20912758
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/116/17/8255.full.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Brian_Lowery/publication/11645674_Social_Influence_Effects_on_Automatic_Racial_Prejudice/links/00463534c893908ccc000000.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Brian_Lowery/publication/11645674_Social_Influence_Effects_on_Automatic_Racial_Prejudice/links/00463534c893908ccc000000.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Brian_Lowery/publication/11645674_Social_Influence_Effects_on_Automatic_Racial_Prejudice/links/00463534c893908ccc000000.pdf
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Template for assignment (generally 1 slide for each bullet) 

▪ Provide a properly formatted APA reference citation.  
▪ In 1 or 2 sentences, state the research question(s) addressed by the experiment. 
▪ Give a clear and accurate statement of the research hypothesis/hypotheses.  
▪ Identify the participants and describe how they were selected for the study. 
▪ Give a brief description of the procedure. 
▪ In a brief bulleted list give a description of the results and what they mean. You 

do not need to include numbers or statistics in your statements.  
▪ Indicate any qualifications on interpreting the results and identify any questions 

for future research that are raised by the study. 

 


